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A little more wedding lore:

Why do brides hold bouguets? What's more romantic than roses and lilies? How about garlic
and dill? Bridal bouquets used to be all herbal, likely originating in the time of the Great Plague,
when daily health rituals included clutching garlic-scented cloths over one’s nose and washing
one’s clothes in garlic vinegar to repel disease. Over time, as hygiene improved, brides added
better smelling blooms to their arrangements.

Why do brides wear white? Queen Victoria can be thanked for popularizing the Christmas tree,
the catchphrase “We are not amused,” and, yes, the white wedding dress. It had long been a
tradition among British nobility to wear fabric embroidered in silver and gold on one’s wedding
day. Victoria bucked the trend by commissioning an extravagant white gown ornamented with
flowers, probably to stand out in the crowd and show off her intricate lace embellishments.

Her bridesmaids followed suit, and an engraved portrait of the ceremony helped spread the
queen’s fabulous image far and wide.

Why does the father “give away” the bride? Once upon a time, women were considered
chattel, or human property. In some societies, a prospective groom paid a price to the lucky
lady’s parents in order to liberate her from their ownership. The custom of the father walking
the bride down the aisle symbolized the transfer of authority from father to husband.

Why did the fourth digit come to be the “ring finger”? Egyptian rings of love were worn on the
fourth finger of the left hand, which was believed to have a vein, later named vena amoris that
ran directly to the heart. (This is no great achievement; all veins in the hand connect to the
heart.) Other names for this throughout history: heart finger, annular finger, and leech finger.
Dearly beloved, take your pick.

Brandon Specktor, June, 2017 Reader’s Digest

These are projects that the Rotary Club of Portales is currently involved in:

Chuck Wagon
Honor Students of the Month
Portales Christmas Light Project

Support TEFAP Food Distribution

Rotary Park

Support Christian Children’s Home
Support Baptist Children’s Home

“Power Card”

Send local students to Camp RYLA

» Adopt-A-Mile on Clovis Highway - 2 times yearly

* Deliver Meals on Wheels - 3 months per year

* Scholarship Fund at ENMU

* Donate children’s books to Portales Public Library

» Help with ENMU Homecoming Parade

» Every Rotarian Every Year ($100/member/year)

* Simplified Grants - $1.00 for $1.00 match by District 5520
* Rotary Foundation Matching Grants - $5,000 to $150,000

Rotary Youth Exchange
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